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there are alſo precautions, which Orators 
ou 11 not to neglect. Precautions of mo- 
deſty, with a view to conciliate the good- | 
will, or confidence, of their auditory: Pre- 
cautions of complaiſance, in order to apo - 
logize for ideas, which would appear too 
bold if they bluntly thwarted the prejudices - 
intended to be oppoſed: Precautions of pru- 
; dence: Appear as if you dared not accuſe / 
your hearers of certain exceſſes, of which 
they are but too culpable, and which the 
remorſe of their conſciences affect ſtill more 
than the reproaches of your zeal. © Ware 
« you make known unpalatable truths, 

| ſays Cicero, © it is proper that you ſeem to 
do it with reluctance“:“ Precautions of 
decency: Throw a veil over particulars, to 
which you ought to EW a too mi- 


* S quid eee . ut invitus et chains * | . 


videare. Cic. de Orat. lib. ii. 8. 183. P. 62. 
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not A to ſay in direct terms, in his fune- 


| wy 5 1 in e 1 L 4 — 


y inveſtigating them. Boſſuet do es 


ral oration for the queen of England, that 
Charles I. died upon à ſcaffold; but, to 
2 that event, he makes an ingenious 


ication;; be ebnteuts himſelf with cauſ- 
fog t the queen to adopt thoſe words! of the 


4 macht.” eremiah, who, alone, he ſays, i is 


capable o equalling his lamentations ta his 
De, £422 5 T0: Lord, behold 1 m y affliction, = 
for the enemy bath 1 8 bimſelf. 5 


4 * The adverſary hath ſpread, out his "Band 


pon all my pleaſant things; 50 my child gen 


15 = are deſolate, becauſe. the enemy f 85 | 


* valled. The kingdom is polluted, and 
bo "the princes thereof... For theſe things 1 

« weep; mine eye, mine eye runneth e on 
e with water, becauſe the comforter that 
*# ſhould relieve my ſoul is far from me % 
Precautions of judgment: : Write EST | 
to, and ſometimes in a ſtyle different from, 
our peculiar talent. Is it the p thetic 
which charaQerizes you? Guard againſt 
languor and monotony. Doth energy pleaſe 
you? Avoid obſcurity and bombaſt. Ob- 
ſerve the extreme; towards which your mind 


inclines, and endeayour to ſhun i it: Frecau- 


lan. i. 9, 16, and ii. 2. 


tions 


oy 2 1 b u e 1 


tions in the cadences of ſentences ; Pp par- 
ticularly, in beginning paragraphs. The 
auditor forms his „opinion of you. whenever 
the concluſion. of your periods leaves him a 


moments's pauſe ; and his attention relaxes 


if, you neglect to terminate your compoſiti- 
ons with luminous ideas, or ſtriking images: 
In a (word, precautiens of edürage, dcei- 
 Honed by ſubjects which preſent difficulties, 
where you are attended to with an equal | 

mixture of eagerneſs and feverity.2 gnibys 
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of the danger, that you imay:the» better di- 

| pla the reſources of your genius; and make 

Pour attack while put upon your defence. 

Tbiis riſk; to which the Orator Him- 


ale 


ſelf, imparts to Eloquence a glow of enthu- 
ſiaſm, which raiſes him ſuperior to his uſual | 


exertions. It chen happens to him,. - may 
be forgiven this compariſon as to the fob 
dier who ſaid, while. paſſing under che eita- 
del of Namur, the day following —— 
* Yeſterday I ſtormed this rock in the midſt 
of fire, and to-day I ſhould not be able 
to mount it. I firmly believe it, re- 
plied one of his comrades, nor can 
“there is. no more any firing againſt us“ 
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GM is an excellent method to make choice 
bt a proper and ingenious circumlocution 
to convey the v e eee. be ſo 


well . to yield this reſouree 46 Elo- 
Cicero often . it in * Orat- 


where he is every u moment —— fu prob. 
tions more ſtriking than the facts, with a view 

to render the exactions of Verres odious to 
| the people of Rome. 
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Boss vr, whom I am perpetually quot- 
"ne becauſe I know not a better model, 
-hath made an admirable uſe of Hypotheſis, 
in his funeral Oration for Tellier. © Sleep 
* on, ye rich men of the earth, and remain 
in your native duſt. Ah! if ſome ages— 
I. | re Goa, | 
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bis funeral Oration for Turenne, ſtands in 
the foremoſt rank of Orators, although he 
do not delineate the excellent character of 
his hero in private life, and his diſcourſe _ 
de, in other reſpects, far inferior to the 
chief performances of Boſſuet, affords us, 
nin a letter which is prefixed to his funeral 
Orations, a ſingular example of egotiſm and 
vanity. He draws his own dA in me 


2 „ What is moſt diftinguifhable in in M. Flechier, is a 
purity of diction, elegance of ſtyle, rich and florid expreſ- 
bons: beautiful thoughts, a prudent vivacity of imagina- 
tion, and the conſequence of it, that is, a wonderful art in 
painting. objeRs, and making them, as it were, ſenſible 
and obvious. But then, 1 think a kind of monotony and 
uniformity runs through all bis writings z he has every 
where almoſt the fame turns, the ſame figures, the ſame 
method. The antitheſis engroſſes very near all his thoughts, 
| and often enervates, by an endeavour to embelliſh them.” 
6 | RoLom' s Belles Lettres, B. i iii, e. 11. vol. ii. p. 39. 
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ä lenerg.and-one would ee 0 
| panegyrio; ar naher, it is . cenplete eule 
gium, in Which he forms ene cb | 
ſes from the reeigaland. contraſt of his vari- 
ous merits. See how Flechier deſeribes 
we ben this, raſlge: de n dar ths, 
„he hath a ſort of genius eapable of exe - 
<, euting: whatever he undertaks; his ſtyle is 
* mature approaching to art; and art reſem- 
« pbling nature. Nothing can be added to 
5 ny he writes, without fuperfluity, nor 
retrenched, without removing ſomething 
« . ng He can ſcatter, ſom grins oC: 
| ©. odoxiferaus. incenſe to refreſhs: and: * 
by not overpower; but he accepts of none 
which are not equally pure with thoſe 
; which he beſtows, | "There, is diſcernible 
his eyes a certain correſpond- 
ing with. his genius. Afte all, it would 
e be better if he Sie inure himſelf to 
„ ſtudy, and if his memory ſomewhat + 
<* treacherous, without however being un- 
:" * faithful, were equally ſerviceable to him 
_ © as his genius. But there is no perfection 
„in he world, and every one hath his weak 
0 file. It were to be wiſhed,” for the. ho- 
nour of Flechier, that poſterity. had con- 
firmed this . — 1 he JO upon. 
(himſelf. W n ente cee Rae's 
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5 Dane to ane ee, eneſelF before a 
large aſſembly. We ate even careful to 
avoid this abſurdity in ſmall companies; and 
5 We that it was wn to good. 
the word I was baniſhed from the writings” 
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un Abbe is Fleury! AV8, | 
torian ſhould: himſelf be kept ont of view 
in his narration, ſo that the reader may 


„not have leiſure to reflect, whether the 
1 rats: red be written welt or ill; 

5 whether they be written at all; Whether 

5 „ he have a book in his 3 whether 


There de an "author in de world.” n 
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he firsngthens with the ſanRion of Plato's judgment, may, 
with, equal propriety, be applied to hiſtorians: be 
10 poems of Homer and Virgil are full of a; noble fimpli- _ 
y eity: their urt is entirely concealed : nature itſelf 5 

4 pears/in all that they ſay. [ We do not nd. a fing le wort 
© that ſeems purpoſely deſigned to ſhew. the- poet's: mins 
* thought it their 3 glory neyer to appear, but 
W | "09-0 


NE; HE 2. end to LOL 


to vip © our r attention « on < n FEY 4 1 6 
%a painter endea vours to ſet befo. E your eyes wide N 
ws mountains, rivers, diſtant views, and buildings; or the 
b adventures, actions, asmd different paſſions, of men, in 
« ſuch a Nively manner, that you cannot trabe the aller x, 
ſtrokes of his pencil, for art 150ks* mean and coarſe 
"when it's perceived, | Plate, who "hath thoroughly * 4 
i” amined' this matter, affures us, that in compoſing; the | or 
% Poet [ſo alſo the Hiſtorian or Preacher] ſhould. always Do pr 
keep but of fight, make himſelf to he quite forgotten by , 7 
bis readers, and repreſent only thoſe things and "Iv NES. cn 
66 ' hich he would ſet before their . 1 
| "TIO ''s Ta, ues conce- 
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"ms. wer tells ut | 
« that of the Heſt judges of antiquity, his the. diction of 
< the hiſtorian ſhould not be ſuch, either in the conſtrue- 
tion or ſelection of words, as to _ the attention of 
40 « the reader from. the fats to the words; Th torh the Hero to 
« the weiter.“ The lame author condemn 14 ſome of me 
DT moſt popular, ' hiſtorians, of France, who! have 'vlolaced |. 
Ahe gravity and dignity of the biſforls page, 2 
« attemuts to be witty.” And he adds; though the _ 
*« works of ſuch may afford pleaſure, it is not ſuch as re- 
„ ſults from legitimate hiſtory, The writer erideprly , | 
labours to diſplay hinaſelf, . own, Ingenuity. i, but 1 
it is one great ſecret; in the art of writing, that. on 
„ writer ſhould keep himſelf out of fight, and cauſe ihe = | 
bs id2as, which he means to conyey, fully, tg. engtols e 
* reader's attention, ewe cannot indes erwiſe pro- 
duese their proper effed. If there are any 'readers, who... 
« chooſe to have the ur bee preſent 1 to tbeit view, rather 
15 ' than ah e e he e they. may "bs" Kid to 5 
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3 191 . «; rather to ſee and hear a favourite actor, than to attend to 
| the perſons of the drama. It is not Shakeſpear's Ham- 
24 let, or Lear, whom they admire, but ſome name which 
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* ? Of hiflorians,. Wy meſes * eee with" . 
| 9 Xx NO AON, and Porbiive, are the moſt re- 
markable ; | to which number may be added St. Luxe, in 
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| | Whoever wiſhes for farther info on the ſubje& of 

- Hiſtory and its Style, may conſult Wany's Sem of Ora- © 
wry, vol. il. p. 230436. "Alſo RoLLiiN's Belles Let- 
tet, vol. ii. B. u. 1. ane Lefures, vol. ii, 
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I Woen it was needful to exale"the grave of God, Bt. 
1 is Paul ſpoke of his- raptures, "miracles, and vifions; and 
by. ben it was heedful to new the falttifulneſs of his con- 
"qu in difcha Jing his miniſtry, againſt the bold accu 
"6 ations of his enemies, he recounted” his voyages, "ih 
* bours, and perſecutions ; but when he had a law to im- 
"_ « poſe uf upon men's conſciences, © ar a doQtine of faith, or 4 
5 1 rule of condluct to eſtabliſh, he introduced it only with. 
« ' the: name of Gov. Notting but what is divine; no con- 
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that of God, 
bet nor obey any voice: bar that: of the commun Maſter of aft 
* creatures,” We preach. nqs our ſefves, but Chrif Jaſia the 


«Lord, and ourſelves Jour ſervants, ſays the-apolile elſe- 
wg where, Heteln he reſerables the  prophers, „e, "When 
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"Ty advanced any tung, 
© Thus ſaith the Lord, | 8 1 2 
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n, in 4 Charge; which 
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« He was the moſt laconic writer among our old divines. 
His works coutain an Lane number of thoughts, not 
« always' well, digeſted, or plainly exprefſed;; yet ſomes 
« rimes excellent: he attempred to introduce Toms! new 
« words, which, not fucceeding, appear odd. There are 
„many uſeful ſcriptures, and fine quotations from the 
4 clafſics and fathers, in e con be 
more elaborate. Moſt of his ſermons were tranſeribed. 
40 three times, ſome much oftner, Many of Tillotſon's ; 
e fineſt ſermons are abridgments and quotations from him, 
particularly that of evil ſpeaking.” The firſt volume 
10 9 Barrow's ſvrmons contains the beſt.” . 

ane + Charadiers, Ms. 


2121 6: 


© 66 „ Bing WY a los paint; W W was/ capa» i 
« ble of accompliſhing all it undertook. The tide of his 
© eloquence. flows with ſmooth, ye: irreſiſtible, rapidity. 
0 Het treats his ſubject almoſt with mathematical precifion, 
« and'never leaves it till he has exhauſted it. It has been 
«« ſaid, that a late moſt popular Orator of the Houſe of 

„Lords aſſerted, that he owed much of the fire . his 5 
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Youre" in Whith: we ſhould," doubtleſs, dif- 
cover that plaintive poetry, that depth of 
ſentiment, and even thoſe eccentric ons | 
which the penſtte Paſtor of Web y 
| lefted together i his hodturnat ha 
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Tun Preachers of Charles II. Who 


pened to hear Nourdaloue at Paris, beve but ba 
flaintly imitated him; and even now, when 

N Catilagats ſpread through the whole of . 
Europe, the revolution, which they ought 


to produce in Chriſtian Eloquence, hath not, 
as ver taken 2 cryin the aal 
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uence of the pulpit. . 
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It is unequal, incorrect, and redundant; but withal, 
'« for force and expretfiveneſs, uneommonly diſtinguiſhed. 


On every ſubject he mukiplies words with an overflow ing 
« copiouſneſs; but it is always a torrent of dae ee et ; 


12 ue r ee ha pours forth.“ 
BEA Ledlures, 4t0., vol. i. p. 6. 
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+6 ploy their abilities ig endeavouring to improſs the wind 


„ with a-fenſe of the truths they deliver, by he ſbes of 


_ 4+ argumentation; Inſtead of rouſing the» atfechi ons by the 


„energy of their eloquence,» We meet with'no examples 
in their writings of thoſe ſtrokes of pathon; which pene-- - 
4 trate and eleave the heart at once, qr of that pid oer? 

„ powering eloquence; which carries every thing before it. 


7 like a tocrent.— Fhey ſeem to have conſidered mankind 
in' the ſame light in which Voltaire regarded the cele- 
- 4 brated” Dr. Clarke, as meer reaſoning mackines ;” 


they ſeem to have eouſidered them as purely inte llectuar, 


void of paſſion and ſenfibility. This ſtrange miſtake 
may, perhaps, be ſuppoſed to be partly the effe@ of the 
„ philofophical- ſpirit of the times, which,” like alt other 
<< prevailing modes, is fubject to its ere certain, 
however, it is, that, while man remains a compound 
% being, conſiſting of reafon and: paſſion, his actions will 
always be prompted by the latter, in whatever 1 ed 
40 hie opinions may be influenced by the former.“ 
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2 "48 The French 22 4 Ken writers of Settle See 
upon very different ideas of the Eloquetice of this Pulpit, ; 


12 Ke ſeem indeed to have ſplit it betwixr them. A 


French ſermon is, for the moſt part, a warm animated 
« exhortation ; an Engliſh, one, is a piece of cool inſtruc - 


« tive reaſoning, - The French preachers' addreſs them- | | 
* ſelves chiefly to the imagination and the paſſions ; the 
„ Engliſh, almoſt ſolely to the underflanding, It is the 


** union of theſe two kinds of compoſition, of the French 


* Garneſtneſs and warmth, with the Engliſh accuracy and 
„ reaſon, that would form, according to my idea, the mo- 15 


del of a Perfect ſerndon.” | | 
| Bran- Leftres, vol. ii. p. "mg. 
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— — which, perhaps, any nation can 
„ boaſt of. Many. printed ſermons we have, full of good 
* ſenſe, and of ſound divinity and morality ; but the Elo- 
+ quenee to be found in them, the power of perſuaſion, of 
1 intereſting and engaging the heart, which is, or ought to 
be, the great object of the pulpit, is far from bearing a 
s ſuitable praportion to the excellence of the matter 
Lhere are few arts, in my opinion, farther from perfec+ 
tion, than that of preaching: is among us. In proof of 
© the fact it is ſufficient to obſerve, that an Engliſh ſermon, 
++ inſtead of being a perſuuſive uuimated Oration, ſeldom 
„ riſes beyond the ſtrain of correct and dry reaſoning: 
© whereas; in the fermons of Boſſuet, Maſhllon, Bourda- 
joue, and Flechier, among the French, we ſee a much 
** higher- ſpecies of Eloqueuce aimed at, and in a great. | 
$4 meaſure attained, than the 'Britiſh-preachers have in 
4 view,—The French have adopted higher ideas both of 
p pleaſing and perſuading dy means of Oratory, though, 
e ſometimes, in the execution, they fail. In Great Bri- 
** tain, we ha ve taken up Eloquence on a lower key; but 
jn our -execution have been more correct. In France, 
*« the ſtyle of their Orators is ornamented with bolder f 
« gures ; and their diſcourſe carried on with more amplifi- | 
i cation, more warmth and elevation, The compoſition 
is often very beautiful ; but ſometimes, alſo, too diffuſe, 
and deficient in 3 and n which * | 
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"Ms Modern recess is much x more cool 10 temperate 
6 than the Grecian and Roman and in Great Britain 
«« eſpecially, has confined itſelf almoſt wholly to the ar- 
8 gumentative and rational. It: is much of that ſpecies 
6 which the ancient critics called the „% Tenuis,” or Sub- 
4 rilis;” which aims at convincing and inſiructing, rather 
« than affecting the paſſions, and aſſumes a tone not much 


=o higher than common argument and diſcourſe. * 
| Brax“ s Lectures, vol. ii. p. 39, 4, 41. 


8 


o L ONUEN O E. 245 
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STILL, however, though A remains, to bs accom. 
pliſhed in our ifland in the art of ' pllpir-efocurion, it muſt 
be confeſſed, that we are by no means deficient in"theolg- 
ical diſcourſes, which would reffe:t honour on any coun- 
try, or in compoſitions, which will bear to undergo the 
ordeal of a correct attic taſte. And it, appears to be a well- 
founded, as it is a pleaſing: reflection, that our pulpit-com - 
Poſitious haye been, for ſome length of time, in an im- 
proving ſtyle... The Divines of the laſt e century wanted, 1 
is true, that accuracy and refinement of taſte, which cha- 
racteriae ſome of our modern diſeourſes; hut ſome of them 
abounded in lofty ſentiments and unquettionable energy. 
The Works of JEREMIAH TarLoR, foekixs, Ho WE, 
BAT, and others, have in chem traits of genuine Elo- 


quence, In bekamen later, we can boaſt of the ſer- 
mons of Saab, ATTERBURY, HOADLY, SHERLOCK, 


SECKER, BuTLER, DopprinGs, WarTs, and others: 
and in the preſent day the names of PogTEvs, Davis, 
GERRARD, OcGiLvis, Leecuman, Bram, \Fonvrce, 

HUNTER, and many others, might perhaps be adduced 9s 
no bad ſpecimens of the height to which the Eloquence of 
the pulpit hath been advanced.” As to preachers, perhaps 
none have acquired by their natural Eloquence greatercom- 
mand over. their hearers than the celebrated Meilrs, 
WurrTevigLD and WasLE v; to the former of theſe the 
deſeription and character given by M. Maury to Bi- 
DAINE (p. 87.) bears, in ans bog er dh a  iderable 
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judicious remarks. on the late and preſent ſlate of the Elv- 


quence of the pulpit and ſermon- writers, in Knox's Eſays, 
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de Paul, it muſt be acknowledged, that Elo- 
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preached in 1752, was much admired, and contributed 
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Tatk Spaniards and Germans are yet 
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tolled as the Bourdaloue of Italy. He hath _. 
been tranſlated. His moſt zealous partiſans 
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him, were deſirous of ara 10% thei. a 3 
| here they had, at firſt, 
brilliant ſucceſs, for which they have ſince 


ſelves a new r 


ſeverely ſuffered, They invented an affected 
and eſſeminate jargon, and, by dint of la- 
bour, they rendered themſelves unintelligi- 
ble. Ah! wherefore did they wiſh ta baniſh- | 


ſimplicity? Was it becauſe they were igno- 
rant that one of the ſecrets of rhetorical _ 
compoſition conſiſts in making uſe of thoſe 


lively, natural, and yaried, modes | of ex- 
preſſion, which are adopted in converſation, 


in addition to fuch a ſelection of words as 


/ ; 4 ; i. 
— . 4 . — Y may 


the models, which the äge of /Lovis 
XIV. hath furniſhed, as well as the diſtin- 
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may be always encellent. without ever being | 
far fetched*+ 2 1 ohe nd ali 45 YL 
A133] #92 10 noi nin 
1 WANT of genius, however, is not what 


wie can; charge npon iheſe corrupters of | | 
_ Chriſtian Eloquehee, unleſs we ſhould be f 
opinion, that, owing to their deficiency. in | 
this reſpect. they diſcovered; too ſtrong. an 
aſſegtation of it. They wrote without ani- 
re ee 0 
perſuaſion. With the art of dazzlin ; and, 
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"It | ricians,” here ſpoken - as with he | 
moſt tedious prolixity, and were equally. ſtrangerg t to the 
preciſion of thought and Gion. We perceive in "their 
diſcourſes pompous-expreſſions, vulgar ideas and that 
main of wit, which is e with Elo; 
quence, 1 1 An * - aol 253. 21 9 UT 


* 


id; 1 ; Py Ar 4 314 5 Ralls: ffs er 1 
% Words are lik leaves; and macs y x mo! abound, 
4 Mych fruit o fans beneath is rarely found. 5 
44 Falſe Eloquence, like the priſmatic . 
> 1. Its gaudy colours ſpreads on ev ry place; 
. The face of Nature we no mort ſurvey, 
A nn glares alike, without diſtingiog gay: 
101 But true expreſſion, lite ch unchanging . | 
J Clears und imptoves x hate er it ſhines upon, 
It gilds all objects, but it alters none, 
3 405 Expreſſion is the dreſs of thougbt, and Ms 
3 3 Appears more decent as more ſuitable; Me 
1 A vile conceit in pompous words expreſs'd, . 1 
my " Is like a cJown in regal purple dreſs'd: 
For diff'rent ſtyles with diffrent ſubjects ſort, | 
„As ſev'ral garbs with country, town and court. 


„Fete s Eſſay on FO; v. 312. 
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| NO" of, their ne i 
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_ works of learned men, who Rill cultivated 
by a ſmall number of real Orators, what 
popular opinion placed far below all thoſe 
faſhionable declaimers, | But, in the/hiſtory 
of the arts there are remarkable epochs, 
| when a ſuperior writer xecals the public - 
tention towards thoſe methods which have 
been abandoned, and draws along with him 

a number, who follows him in the courſe in 


1 which he himſelf bas excelled. | 


T 
; Hu ; 


1 is "the glory, which M. 4 eng | 
hath had among us. He contributed to the 
fortunate revolution, which has renewed the 
taſte in Oratory for panegyries: in theſe, 
he hath diſplayed as much Eloquence, as 
Fontenelle had diſcovered of penetration. 


1 He inſpixed the moſt lively enthuſiaſm for 


great men. He improved the mind by the 


U oe ELLE was 2 betend French author, and 
: ee Voltaire the moſt univerſal genius of the 
age of Louis XIV. He wrote on a variety of ſubjects, 
particularly a number of panegyrics on the deceaſed mem- 
bers of the Academy of Sciences, to hich he had been 
appointed perpetual ſecretary, _ of he 
1 See New and General Biographical Ditiouary.. 
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| DUE le, which M. Thomas ACS: : 

;poſſeſſes much of that manner, o 
pe adapted. for- the pulpit, by the eleva- 

tion of the ideas, and the moral ſtrain, 
| whichiis generally to be found in them. Do 
we wiſh to ſee the example of this writer 
become ſerviceable to preachers? Let us 

recollect, that, in the corruption of Elo- 
_ quence, the language of Religion was for- 
gotten; and that, in order to impart to our 
miniſtry its former luſtre, we muſt, at once, 
a e Orators „ and Chriſtian Orators. | 


11 is s by Wee rexding the Holy 
Scriptures, that we learn to ſpeak that ſpi- 

ritual language, which diffuſes through a 
| ſermon, repreſentations alternately affecting, 
e or terrible. 


Lr us never e it as a painful x re- 


ſtraint, that we are happily bound to incor- 


porate the ſacred writings into our compoſi - 
tions. - The Bible is for the ſtyle of preach- 
ers, that which mythology is for the Elocu- 

. tion 


or 210@vencs 


tion of poets. In the ſacred: n ü 
are to be found thoughts ſo ſublime, ex pre- 
ſions ſo energetic, deſcriptions ſo eloquent, 
allegories ſo well choſen, ſentences ſo pro- 5 £ 
found, ejaculations ſo pathetic, ſentiments Ma 
ſo tender, that.) we. ſhould adopt them. from. ; 5 
; taſte, if we were ſo unhappy as not to ſearch * 
ater them” from C2 e 9299 vo and | 
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1 Or « Without doubt « preacher _ N 
08 firong, and ſometimes even by terrible/images; but it is 
from the ſcripture that he ſhould learn to make power- 
ful impreſſions. There he may, clearly. diſcover the way 
to make ſermons plain and popular, without loſing the 
force and dignity they ought always to have. The 
ſtudy of the ſacred writings was, in the firſt ages of the 
church, reckoned to be ſufficient. Hence came that paſ- | 
«+ ſage in the apoſtolical conſtitutions, which ſays, ** if vou 
6 want hiſtory, or laws, or moral precepts, or eloquence, 
C.- or poetry, you will find them all in the ſeriptures. In 
« effeR, it is needleſs to ſeek elſewhere for any thing that 
« is neceſſary to form our taſte and judgment of true Elo- 
„ quence, St. Auſtin ſays, we ought to exalt and im- 
% prove. our knowledge, by the authority of ſeripture; 
* a our eee Tt the Ae of. its nme, 5 


5 


60 The difference Wee them” mh bet heathen Ind 
inſpired writings] ** will, upon compariſon, be found 
„ much to the honour of ſcripture, It ſurpaſſes them 
« vattly in native fimplicity, livelineſs, and grandeur. | 
„Homer himſelf never reached the ſublimity of "Moſes's 
 « ſongs z eſpecially the laſt (Deut. Xxxil. 1, &c.), which 
4« all the Ifraelitiſh children were to learn by heart. Never 
did any ode, either Greek or a come up to the ined 
„ | tine 
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Ia, 8 
« begins thug ; ** The mf ghty | od, even \ the Lord, 700 


* fpoken,® (Ff. L. 1, Kc.) Mae Ae benen Are) & 


human inventions Neither Hunter, nor any other poet, 
Weyer equalled , Iſaiah, deſeribing . the, majeſty. of God, in 
0 Th fight the.“ nations of the 6 canitare as the ſmall 


_ ++ duft;, yea leſs than nothing, — vanity;“ ſeeing. it is 


« He that ſtretebeth out the heavens like a curtain, and 


*,4 fpreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in.” (Ch. xl. 10, 


Ke.) Sometimes this prophet has all the ſweetneſs of 


an eelogz ue; in the fmiling images he gives us of peace: 


Gee ch. Al. and xxxv.) and ſometimes he ſoars ſo high 
4 45 to lenve every thing betow lim. Wat is there in 
©+ antiquity that can de cumpared to the Lamentations of 
10 Jeremialy, when he tenderly deplotes the miſeries of his 


* eduntry'? (v. 3, Ke. ch. If. and eh. ili.) or to the pro- 


« pheey of Nahum, when he foreſees in ſpirit the proud 
Nine veh falt under the rage of an invincible army? (i. 
3, Ke.) We faney that we ſee the army, and hear the 
© noiſe of arms and ehariots. Every thing is painted in 
* ſuch a lively manner, as ſirikes the imagination. The 
« prophet fir out-d06d Homer. Read likewiſe Daniel 


denouncing te Bulſhazzar the divine vengeance ready to 


«© overwhelm him; and try if you ean find any thing in te 
„ moſt ſublime originals of antiquity, that can be com- 


* pared to thoſe paſſages of ſacred writ. In all the reſt 


of merge chere e a natural and OE" va- 
6 ee | 
fey | Fenm0n's Dau, v. py oY 127. 0 
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pr. an recommends ts lance of Sacjed 8 


ture to Preachers, by ſaying, that, when properly empley- 


* ed; it is a great ornament to fermons. It may be em- 


* ployed, either in the way of quotation, orallufion. Direct 


" e e mt kts Nom fer 4 8 in order to ſupport 
A "He 
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he-diſcovers in theſe divine bochs. I is 
there where plsgiatiſm is permitted him, 
and the mere treaſures he draws from 
thence, the better are low auditors 1 0 


g ee . . 
Wers ee e which render the miniſtry 4 
of a Chriſtian Orator more venerable ; and 
witneſſes, which he derives from heres * 4 
3 e 850 "Ag, my earth. 

Wos | Woe to ki if 1 
the/ goſpel, at the very time, when he is 
g it, and if, from an indecent and. 
ng complaiſance, he dare not name 
Jeſus Chriſt in that pulpit, where he comes 


IF 8 


to Kr. his ney 8 


3 Kay render his Aber 5 ſolemn and 
I venerable. Alluſions to remarkable paſſages, or expreſ- 
8 ſions of ſcripture, when introduced with-propriety, have 
pol generally 4 pleafivg eſſect. They afford the preacher a 
% fund ef metaphorjeal expreſſion, which no other com- 
«« poſition enjoys, and by means of which he can vary and 
n enliven bis fiyte. But he muſt take care that any Yuch 
« alluſions be natural and eaſy ;. for if they ſeem forced, 
«+ they approach. to the nature of conceits,”-—Dr. Blair 
: * us for examples to Biſhop Sherlock's Diſcourſes, 155 2 
disc. i 0 5 to Seed's Sermons, Serm. iv. . © 1 8 
| "BLarg's LOG vol 11. 10 s, dee. x; 
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eg o excite the gp pn emulation. ont hu 
r 190! 


Wei "Y the tho ght e he 
wiſhes to expreſs, he will 3 find the 
primary idea, at Teaft, in the bboks'6f Re- 


. velation, if he have ſufficient zeal to read 
them daily, and ſu Hetent diſcerament pro- 


perly to ünderſtand them. When ſearching 
for a paſſage which hs” wants; he'thereby _ 
diſcovers other paſſages, which he reſerves 

for the ſubjects to which they are adapred. 
But he ought only to make uſe of ſtriking | 
quotations; becauſe it is not neceſſary to 
ſpeak the language of inſpiration, in 1 in order 
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838) 
Tus pendler may . ww 8 Bible = 
' hiſtorical compariſons, the only ones which 
are ſuitable for the ſtyle of the pulpit, where 
they always fu cceed; and thoſe analogies | 
preſent themſelves ps ESI, to an Ora- 
tor, who has grown familiar with the ſacred = 
. . 1 
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| Mavertion onal} in | this 'reſpeſts You | 
will find; in all his diſcourſes, ſometimes 
very ſhort compariſons, which throw light 


upon his idea, and, at other times, compa- 
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* Bezel, whoſe. nocely has 


der, Fr principally in che ſpecies 


- of funeral Oration, has made a very inge- 
nious uſe of a paſſage of ent wilt, in nis 
Liban ef Loui XV. 


. begins wth recalling al the misfor- 
tunes of France, from the,” eginning of 
tis century, until the wiſe and proſperous 


Miniſtry of Cardinal. de Fleury; and, in 


deſcribing the changes which $00k Place at at 
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= Some of ow 'Eoglih Cat] are encictied with fock 
ſucceſsful ſeripturil alluGons, and applications of ſeripture- 
language, 483, st ſeaſt, equal any; thing quoted by M. 
Maury from Maſſillon and Boiſmont. In ſome of Sterne's 
works, this talent is conſpieuous.— See the note agd _ z 
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Reede hath charaQeriſed, with equal 

_ . preciſion and taſte, the Fathers of the Greek 
sand Latin Church; and the opinion of the 
Acrchbiſhop of Cambray ought to be laws... 
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Porz Cromer XI. who during his Pon- 
uf cate, preached yearly at Rome on Eaſter 
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: 1 ve A 8 eee. 
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renowi of his name, the eminence of his virtues, the 


, ſuperiority of his talents, the importance of his functi- 


** ons, the character evep of his errors ; of a man, whoſe _ 


* mind was entirely engroſſed i in conſulting the happineſs | 


n of the human race; all whoſe peculiarities originated in 
his genius and his virtus, and who, if he failed in ies | 
1 prr. needed but to have had an ordinary capacity.“ 
| 1 N Ys P- 2 355. 


TO DE Wo Worn "rich 72 Sore, 1 10 
225 inis 2 Ad * REN] vn, 05 bh 31. 


is ſuffereri to remain 


. are! all ſubjects ſuſ- 


 Bloquence: 2. : Sches e 


CY 


6 cuſſing tubjoſs; which ben to are nolf 


11; LEFILE- 0M} ls Ro 


, „ T. wy "> au 15 k 10175 Sticimo' 2 43, 
51. 15 2 54" * {905 5 IT 47 Wy” 


| Bon bal vr has compoſed wr dren 
CL Nam upon the death of Jefis' Chriſt, 
| andy he hath not made ene fingle'4 00d: 


m_— ſermon, of which the diſti ig 
| chargReriftic ſhould be 15 affect“ His ge- 
{ nius always led him to” conſider the hiſtory 
of the ſufferings of the Son of God in ano- 
ther point of view; he, therefore; /inti- 
| mated to his hearers, that thei: Meding or 
; dg / ens bet M Wen "he Opel 
| ee Others have moved you to pity a hundred | 
1 * times,” ſaid he in ich terium f v. Kit! 
for my part, I am defirous of inſtructing 
% you. Bourdaloue was, nevertheleſs, af- 
fecting: but he had the {kill of placing, at - 
proper intervals, thoſe paſſages, "which 
would no longer have had the effect of im. 
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= e new world; | 

had accompanied” his father, in the firſt voyage made by 
Cotumbus; The mildneſs and fimplicity of the Indians 
affected him ſo ſtrongly, that he inade himſelf an 6cclefis” 
aſtie, in order to devote his labours to their con verſion But 
this ſoon became the leaſt of his attentions: A he was 
more a man than a prieſt, he felt more for the walt m 
ereiſed againſt them, than for their ſuperſtitions He em- 
ployed every method in order to comfort the people for 
whom he had conceived an attachment, or to ſoſtem their 
tyrants.—He became the avowed patron of the Indians, 
and, by his bold interpofitions on their behalf, as well as 


by the reſpeRt due to his abilities and charafter, he bad often 
the merit of ſetting ſome bounds to the enceſſes of hie 


countrymen. He did not fail to remonſtrate warmly againſt 
the proceedings of Albuquerque, and, though he ſoon 
found that attention to his own intereſt rendered that rapa- 
cious officer deaf to admonition, he did not abaudon the 


wretched people, whoſe cauſe he had eſpouſed, He "_ 
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Tubſtance of Flavian's noted ſpeech, as reported by ror | 
Lettres, vol. ii. e. ili. 83. 
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effeQs of the repartitionientes, or diſtributions, in hn new 
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| aer e mails, which ah dringhr ally 9nd 
deſtrustion upon a numerous and mi 3 
L 1 bet Providence hall placed under his protaQtion.” For- 
end, whoſe. mint as well as body were much enfeebled 
| 1 5 by his diftemper, was greatly alarmed. at this charge of 
EL | Inpiety;/ Mbich, at another juncture, be would have deſ- 
h | Piſed, | He liſtened, with deep compunction to the diſcourſe. 
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Engliſh | writers, as could be wiſhed. Perhaps no nation 
enn boaſt of mors argumentative and; ſenſible difeourſes, 
or of abler defences of every branch of Chriſlian doctrine 
and duty. But to find that perſuaſive” tenderneſs, or what 
the French call onction, mingled with the ſolidity of argu» 
ment, and the effuſions of piety, is more rare.” Biſhop 
Kan's retired Chriftian reſembles, in a good meaſure; the 
character aſcribed by our author to the; writings of Chemi- 
nas, In the works -of FLAveL. are intermingled many 
tender. and pathetic. expreſſionz. The noted Ricuanp 
Bax ran, alſo, though too fond of controverſy, and his 

ſtyle, far from being correct or elegant, has, notwithſtand- 
ing. in ſome of his practieal pieces, and particularly in that 
one intituled, the Saints everlaſting Reft, ſome fine and 
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«found to be the Jeaſt adapted of all modes of addreſs to 


5e affe& the finer ſenfibilſties of nature. Plain words, 
„ Fſthour epithets, without metaphors, without dallies, | 

have oſtner excited emotious of the tendereſt fymparby, ww 
than the moſt Iaboured/compoſition of Corneille, © A FA 

* words of imple” pathos will penetrate the foul to the 

1 quick, when à hundred lines of declamation ſhall aſſail 

it us feebly and ineffeQually, as er rm the moun> 
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8 We who, though he is jult]y <cnidbinined 


| * Udertiniſm, poffeſſed an uncomnion talent for the pathe- 


"tie, has . himſelf greatly. of 1 the 1 Un- 


1 gig I 20 In al} bie, mec affefting pelle is has i- 
K. the gurn, rie, ee And dphety, of the 
ol 62.5 writers, and * of them Bas tranſcribed 


„ whole fentences. He foun no lapguage of his own 
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for bls © 


«+ could equal the finely "expreſſive. diction of our common 


1 tranſlation, I will quote only one or two inflances of 


1 his imigations of ſcripture, taken from the moſt admired x 


* pieces in the tender figle—'*) Maria, though not tall, 
EY was, neveriheleſs, of the firſt order of fine. farms. Af. 
„fi gon had touched her looks with ſomething that was 

n ſcarce earthly; and ſo much was there about her of all 


wy that the heart wiſhes, or the eye looks for in woman, 
e conid abe 8e lerer worn out of her brain, or 


4. thoſe of Eliza out of mine, ſhe - ſhould not only eat of 


75 my bread, and drink of my cup, but Maria thould lie in 


5 my boſbm, and be unto me as'a daughter.) Adieu, 
poor luckleſs maiden} imbibe- the oil and wine, which 
1 #* the' compaſſion of a ſtranger, as he ſojourneth' on lis 
way, now pours into thy wounds, The Being, who 

has twice bruiſed thee, can onJy bind them up for ever." 


1464 Again, in his deſcription of the captive,. + As 1 dark- | 


1 ened the little light he had, he lifted up a hopeleſs eye 
. towards the door, then eaſt it down, ſhook his head, 
14s and went on with his work of affliction. I beard his 
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A challenge, ſays Mp, Jarr EON. „ the whole Ora- 


tions of Demoſthenes and Cie to, and of anf more 
1 eminent Qrator, If Europe hes futniſhed more eminent, 


to produes a ſiugle paſſage ſuperior to the ſpeech f 


4 Logan, a Mingo chief, 10 Lord Dunmore, when Go- 
4 vernor of Vitginia. The follow intz incidents that oc- 
of e che ſpring of the year 1944, were the. occaſion 


of ie. A. robbery aud. under had been committed vn 


the inhabitants of the frontiers: of Virginia, by to 
45 Indians, The neighbouring Whitse, according to their 
| „ undertogk' to puniſh this outrage i in a ſummary 
” a. A party was collected, and proceeded in queſt of 
« Nengeanee. - Unfortunately, à canoe: of women and 


7 1", children, with one man only, was ſeen cam int from the 


oth oppoſite ſhore, unarmed, and unſuſpecting an hoſtile 
1 attack from the whites—The moment the canoe reached 


e hore, ihe ae party, (who! had byen concealed, 


=O * | « bade | 
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5 10 es die their objects, and, at one fire, killed every 5 
« Perſon in it. This happened to be the family of Logan, © 
„ who had. been long diſtinguiſhed a a. friend of the 
« whites. : This unworthy refurh ptovoted his vengeance. VVA 
He accordingly ſignalized himfelf in the war which 
6 enſued. A deciſive battle Was {afterwards fought, 

* in which the Indians were defeated* and ſued for peace. 
«6 Logan, however, diſdained to be ſeen among the 1 1 


4 Pliants, - 'Bur, left the flneerity of à treaty: ſhould 
4. from: which ſo dikinguiſbed a chief abſe | 

himself, he ſent by a, meſſepger the NY ſpeech 7 | 
bs de delivered 1 Lord Dungnore,” 1366 
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"0 40 the friend of white men. 1 bad ee. eholight to have EO a [ 3 = 
-<© lived withyou; but injuries of one nd: 9 


* 'Creſap; the laſt ſpring, in cold blood, murdesedl all. the | 
« relations of Logan, not ſparing even, my women „ 
children. There runs not a-drop of my blocd in the. „ 

« yeins of any living creature. I his called on mer OE 
44 ppyenge., I have ſought it: I have killed many; Ihe 
„ glatted my yengeance. For my country, I xejoice at 
4 che beams of peace; But do not barbour a thought that 
* dine is the joy of fear, Logan neker felr fer! He 
12 vin not turn on his heel to ſave. his fe. 
to mourn for Logan Not one.“ . 
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cluſions. The attention of the auditory, 
. which. always revives towards the cloſe of 
the ſermon, invites the Chriſtian miniſter to 
finiſh inſtruction by moving and energetie 
repreſentations, which may powerfully af- 
fe& the conſcience, and dente an indelible 


e upon every mind. eee, 


8010 rhetoriclans have laid it down as an 

' eſtabliſhed maxim in the art of Oratory, to 

NEE _ recapitulate, in this part of the diſcourſe; 
the principal arguments, and to offer an 

7 | analpis of them, ee e . 
I maxz bold to object to this method, 

which neither Demoſthenes nor Cicero ever 
followed. 
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5 An Ie this recapitulstion of the proofs ought 
do terminate a diſeourſe, ought-it not —_— 
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| ir wala be to no e to objea to 
me here the example of Cicero, in his beau- 
 tiful Oration againſt Verres. The Orator 
_ ſucceſſively invakes, in his Peroration, all 
the Gods and Goddeſſes, whoſe temples 
this robber had pillaged, and, by this means, 
be draws a more ſtriking piQure of his pro- 
fanations. But what then ? are thoſe fub- 
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: that Verres had no military genius, and that 
be was equally incapable of commanding. a” 
fleet, or an army; he had afterwards gone 
over the exceſſes of his debaucheries, his 
avarice, and his cruelties towal rc 8 the Roman 
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5 ſome of his ets in the Peroratian of hit 

\ _ diſcourſe, © on the certainty of a future 
date; but he does not grow languid, 
buen he touches, upon the eontradiftions 
with which he charges the witked; 0 
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preachers. N evertheleſa, 


he dtudy, which comp tion requires, nor 
the reſtriction, which memory impoſes on 
us; but the diſcouragements increaling ; as 
we grow old in our profeſſion; the lffitude, 


which perpetually attends the repetition of 


ſermons, no longer delivered but with reluc« 
tance; the certainty of diſcovering faults 
| continually i in.our diſcourſes, and of find- 
ing ourſelves, thus, not only very much on 


this fide perfection, but even below the 


level of our own abilities; and, above all, 
the indifference of our age for religion. 


Hence it is, that perſons attend to religious 
inſtruction, as they would to a profane ſpecs 


tacle; that they are deſirous of redueing 


our zeal to the ſacrifice of the moſt inpors | 


tant truths, and the moſt forcible Eloquence, 
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eart, that, in deriving 
Eloquence from nature, or 
performances of our greateſt maſters, 
been actuated by no 
warm attachment to truth, and 
earneft ſolicitude to 
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